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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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The gospel, the "glad tidings" of our salvation, must not simply be heard and appreciated. It must be responded to. Not only at first, but forever afterwards, the gospel must be "obeyed" (Romans 1:5; Galatians 3:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17; etc.).


It is a pity that so many individuals have come to think of religion and spirituality as the mere giving of mental assent to correct doctrine, as if life in God had to do only with the thinking of the mind and nothing to do with the activity of the body. But the flesh is not inherently evil, and the enjoyment of grace by faith does not preclude the requirement of bodily obedience. Our bodies, in fact, can be a valuable ally in our spiritual growth. Trained by the effort involved in spiritual disciplines and godly habits, our bodies can aid and support us in our seeking of God. In Jesus' own life, we see an obvious link between His inward strength and the habits of His outward activity. If He had to exert effort, should we expect to grow strong by merely passive means? Bodily, as well as mentally, we must seek God with diligence.


The lazy man does not, will not, cannot pray, for prayer demands energy.


Edward McKendree Bounds


(Word Point – Gary Henry)








In a recent magazine article, pop singer Katy Perry discussed her outlook on life, values and how she has come to examine her world.  Some of her observations:





“I come from a very non-accepting family, but I’m very accepting,” Perry says of her current religious beliefs.  “Russell (Brand, her husband] is into Hinduism, and I’m not [really] involved in it.  He meditates in the morning and the evening; I’m starting to do it more because it really centers me.  [But] I just let him be him, and he lets me be me.”





“I’ve always been the kid who’s asked ‘Why?’  In my faith, you’re just supposed to have faith.  But I was always like…why?”  she says.  “At this point, I’m just kind of a drifter.  I’m open to possibility….My sponge is so big and wide and I’m soaking everything up and my mind has been radically expanded.  Just being around different cultures and people and their opinions and perspectives.  Just looking into the sky.” 





This sort of nonsense is becoming more typical of our society.  Having no personal conviction and believing that everything – no matter how cockamamie – has some measure of legitimacy or creditability is seen to be “enlightened.”  Ms.  Perry sees 








persuasive words….Beware


lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ” (Colossians 2:4, 8).





Ideas that take us away from Christ take us away from true knowledge.  This is not blind partisanship.  (As Ms. Perry said, “In my faith, you’re just supposed to have faith.”  Apparently her pastor-parents never helped her delve more deeply into the reasons for her faith – a warning to all Christian parents.)





The only way to “beware” is to compare what we hear to a trustworthy standard, to distinguish the counterfeit from the “real McCoy,”  “Just looking into the sky” doesn’t tell me much about whether I should pin my eternal hopes on reincarnation.  It takes strenuous investigation to be able to discriminate between ideas that are substantive and ones that are pure fantasy.





But that kind of investment might interfere with some people’s partying.


________________________





Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. 


(Ps 145:3)





					





Open To Everything


By Jim Jonas








Her mind as a “sponge,” radically expanded by all the views that she has absorbed.





But sponges aren’t very discriminating; they soak up whatever liquid they are exposed to – bleach, acid, contaminated water, etc.  Granted, exposure to different cultures is of great value, but we also must have some solid reference points to decide if Hinduism or some other philosophy or religion has true merit.





To just blindly pronounce everything as meritorious is a vacuous approach to life.  It is naïve, simplistic and, ultimately, confusing.  Man-centered religious beliefs and philosophies are contradictory, so eclecticism – just picking the “best” features of various belief systems – is like going to the junkyard and gathering scraps of wrecked, rusted vehicles to make a car.  Chances are, the parts won’t fit.





By contrast, Paul exhorts the Colossians to attain “to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:2-3).  Everything that is worth knowing originates with God and Christ – the last place most seem to want to look.





But Paul follows this exhortation with a warning:  “Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with 








We Must Try to Grow


Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand."�And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other. (Matthew 12:13)


It is true spiritually, as well as physically, that significant growth requires the exertion of effort. It is inconsistent to say that we want to grow but do nothing about it. Passivity only breeds weakness and leads to stagnation.


Dallas Willard, in his provocative The Spirit of the Disciplines, quotes William Law's statement that "God has made no promises of mercy to the slothful and negligent. His mercy is only offered to our frail and imperfect, but best endeavors, to practice all manner of righteousness" and also Henry Thoreau's observation that "men will lie on their backs, talking about the fall of man, and never make an effort to get up." A life that grows toward God is an active enterprise, not merely a passive status to be enjoyed. To "be" a Christian, one must "walk in Him" (Colossians 2:6).


Those who move forward are those who reach forward "to those things which are ahead" (Philippians 3:13). Paul urged Timothy, "Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all" (1 Timothy 4:15).		                    Cont. On Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Ron Wood recovering at home from Heart 


surgery   Nancy Wood; Dion Clarks mother; 


Donna Simmons and her mother, both are 


fighting cancer .Annette Rogers; June Guyton; 


Donny Gilbert; Denise Bowman’s mother; 


Donnie Harper; Debbie Adams’ mother. 


 Harvene Vandergrift; Rhonda Ditter and her


 battle with cancer;  Donna Jo Nash daughter 


of Sis. Jo Sadler and mother of Deanna and 


Debra; now recouping at home; Jo Sadler had 


pace maker implant this week.  Remember the


Gilbert and Douthitt family in your prayers. 


 Wayne Eastes dad.  Ansley Miles came thru eye 


surgery very well and back to happy little self.


David McNees’ mother recovering from knee 


surgery.


Congratulations to Shaun and Rana Slatton 


For the birth of their new baby girl. 


Remember to pray for all our little ones.


____________________________________


____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---David Ditter


Read Scripture---Anthony Lynch 


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper—Jeff Lynch 


   Asst. 1-----Patrick Miles 


   Asst. 2-----Larry Coots


   Asst. 3-----Seth Harward 


   Asst. 4-----Mike Horat


   Asst. 5-----Collins Boakye


2nd Prayer---Dusty Adams


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—W. McClendon


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay





Special Service


led by 


Steve Huff





Lord's Supper—Jeff Lentz


Announcements—W. McClendon


Closing Prayer---Kai Burk


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Kaleb Keenan


 Invitation--- Roger Pink


 Closing Prayer---George Wilcox


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














